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=■; Background . . * ♦ ' : \ . . 

. Lea Oswald spent almost three years In -Russia*. : Almost '■' 
our sole: sources or Information on th^se years are his own 
/ .writings and correspondence and Marina's testimony,' * ¥a\ are 
therefore preparing a letter to be sent to "the.' Russian” - '. r - - /Y 
' ■ Govarmeat asking for additional Information, - 7 

On 21 January 1964 the CIA sent us a draft" of such a ' ■> : 
letter, The State Department has commented that in its ' -* ;■ 




CXA draft carries an Inference- that we suspect that Oswald V 
might have -been an agent for the Soviet' Government and -that 
7 ; we ara asking the Russian Government to document our //' ' 

■ : + - suspicions* The State Department feels that the Russians '■ 
will not answer a letter of this kind, at 'least not truth- 
fully/ and that it will also do positive harm in that they 
will take offense at our sending it to them, -The State 
Department proposes instead that we send a ,vtey short and r 
simple request for t*hatever + information, the Russian ■_/- 
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Recommendations * 

I-iy inclination at the present time is that the State 

Department 1 s recommended approach is probably preferable to 

* 

the CIA's, However, I would modify the State Department 
approach slightly by following the general request with a ; 

few very few — - specific questions, ^hasa questions would ■ 

be restricted to areas that were both important to us and not 
such as to give material offeqse to the Russians.. X thirl c /l v ' 
that including a few specific questions might even be bene—/-, -> 
ficial In" that, if we were* careful’ in the choice of andV^*^ : ^ 
draft ing of these questions, we might successfully convey 'to '!\Y\ 
the Russian Government the Impression that at the present ;;t ; : J- 

tlma at least we were inclined pa .regard Oswald ‘ as neurotically 
snd personally" motivated In killing the President rather than ;,V: 
being motivated by anything connected with the Russian^:' V’"-"- 'Y 
Government QTh other words * properly chosen anddraftad’. y i: 

specific questions might 

■ , , * ■ * ' - 

arous e It. •/. v. v - 

. .. ■ With, the f oregoins .general criteria in 'mSstd ';- X would 
propose Including specific questions such : as the f oilman®;’- ? 
r We would like to have: '.*■ - ' V' 

• ' , y ;*■?' l-^ 'i 'Copies of all documents' and records : ._ia" ecti— 
nection with any hospitalizations and other medical' _ 
examinations and treatments of Lee Harvey Oswald and 03 ?- * 

Krs. Karina’ Oswald 'during her adult life, including: ; \ V;~.j 

■ . - ^ (l) His treatment in October 1959 in Koscow 

■ ! - ' ♦ . .>"**■ _ F J ' - . . . ■, ■' *' ’• V ‘‘4* 
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when* according to his own diary^ he : 
was found unconscious in his hotel 
room by Intourist Guide Mm a Shirokova 
after an attempted suicide* \ " 

’ ■ ■ . • t * 

r • i 

Any examinations or. treatments cade of 

1 - ■’ ■ ■ - x- 

Karina Os wald on or about October '19 Si 

. , . , . - * ■ * m - 

when, according to Lee Harvey Oswald's 



■ i - '■ 



■ - - " * * ■ ■ ; “ r " , 

diary, Marina Oswald was treated for* 

' X ’ t' 

nervous, exhaustion* T * ' " J ’ ^ ‘ " 



- •*<"% v 

tlon.- •••".; PS 
» ... . ■ : 

X/ . r ;/ \ 2. xhe results of .any physical .examinations, v 

psychological tests or .psychological examinations made at any - : 

time on Lee Harvey Oswald or Marina 



Oswald* . , r; -v - ;+ ... ^ 

-v 



^ V - 3- Copies Of. all communications to "'.'and* fr otit V \ t 
.; v,X- ;■' ■ " '■ . \ -SSf ,-^j 

; Lee Harvey Oswald with any organ or , commission of :th& Russian 
;■ ■ '■ . =. ' ■ / '■ * ■■. \"v*% : ■** ' " v 

' r ^Government in relation to his ent ering Russia and seeid.hi ' ■> ^ ; 

■■■ >c ■ •• :-• >-.; ■= ..*■ 

. permission to reside there and in relation to his ' seeking - 

m ‘ ■; ’■ 1 - - . ■’ > .:-■■! f - ... 

, -' ‘ r “ + "■ - ■ ' L ■' L ' i * . ■ « V -. 1 - 

Russian citizenship during late lgjq and' thereafter. -'‘V;v i C.V 

- v-i: > * ■■ ' - • ■■■ • •• ;•■ • ;; '*. %r -Vv 

4. Copies of all cosespondence to and froa 

-' • •'•■;• ^/.vv : ■■■ ••• • ^ 

Lee Earvey Oswald with, any Organ or commission :-oir the Russian v ‘ : 

••'■' ■■■ -•.•• ■■ ■•••'•> : ■- '• “i : •'{-• •* • ->■ r?i-v e.',. a 

Government in reference to Oswald's efforts to -leave Russia ."’v V 

■. ■■■ ' .. •• ‘ < 'v:-' ...: »■ a-/' 

and return to the United States 
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*' 5* Copies of all correspondence to and * from ESarina 

J - ’ , V T - i’ *. ..-v''-- ;■;**. -r - ■ . ■■ 

Oswald in reference to her attempts to leave Russia and . - 

■ " ' ' ■ ■’ ' ■ *■*,':-' / ■ * .. : ; n. ■* t v ■: . :J X ‘ 

accompany her husband to the United States, : ; : ; 'X y > , v - 

. .■ • V ' : -V 

o. Copies of the file on Lea Harvey Oswald kept by 

the Soviet Consulate in Mexico City, 
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7- Copies or any records showing 'drunkenness, 

violence, disorderly conduct or other abnormal behavior on \ 

the part of Oswald, whether or not criininal. . 

• n * ■ 

You will note that I have not asked in the 
questions (except for No. 6 and No. 7) for copies of intef-nal 
nenioraads minutes, et<5., 3.5 does the CXA draft, . . ■ 

. .. Eie 'following questions might be asked, but ! an inclined. V 
.to think tnat they, are not important enough to warrant ; 

probably offending the Soviet ‘Government by theijs: ••* | ■■ 

....;■ ■ ' V-'i !* In the file furnished to the United States --’ - *' ' . 

. Government by the Soviet Government covering the corresoondence' ' 
between the Russian. Embassy .in Washington,; D.' cV;,’ and " Vy\ -Y 
Z&e Harvey and Marina Oswald;; there' is a letter dated V’V’VVV../;V ; 
;.“July 9, 196 a from; N. Reznichenko, Chief- of the 'Cohsular-'; V V. ;'V- : V 

■ Section,. - *-q Marina Oswald and a letter dated August 13 V 1952 ' - . . 
- 1 to N. Reznichenko from Marina Oswald. Both' letters”refer i 'to ~VVV 

a. Form Card No. 118," and the letter dated August 13 J '1962 : > - 
- spates that the Form Card has been filed out and is inclosed- "■ ■ 
-.If..- possible,, we. request that a. copy of tiisSorm' 'c^d-'ba' : T : ''VV;-V 

■ .furnished . to us at this. time.. ;- i V 

2 - '.A .description of. Oswald's Job in the; Minsk Radi o "and V/.- 
TaleiMsion factory, plus copies of all employment records^ - - VV ' 
union records and other Job-related activities of Lee Harvey 
Oswald. VV ' r ' - ’ -VV - ' ‘ '-ijz -"'f r *■ V:' ^Xf-’ ''‘-rif - i ’■ v =- 

■ - 3- A statement as to why Lee Harvey Oswald was not ' V ■ ■ -V 

granted Russian citizenship status by the Russian Government 
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°' J if Oswald was offered such citizenship and he refused, 

copies of all correspondence to and from Oswald on ’this T - 
subject, ; 

Taa GIA ^aft. includes certain inquiries on Oswald’s, 
ownership of weapons in the Soviet Union. The CXA draft- does 
..o*. go on to as Sc about his membership • in the Kiosk gun club. 
Which would seen logically to follow in this context^ bavld ’ 
3elin has told me that he no longer regards, the issue of 
Oswald's marksmanship as of primary ; importance and 
- therefore, .although he would welcome whatever' addltioniU^S'- 
.' .evidence we might obtain from the Russian Government as £0 7 
Oswald's skill with firearms, he doss not feel that this is' ^ : 
a nigh-priority item. Xh my own opinion, the. only! oth^^T- '/■; 

- reason wemightwant to ask questions iii. regard to Oswald* s ' 

'• firearms and/or. -hunting' activities in the^ Soviet 'Union ii^o'"'- 
.-•find out _whether the gun club and - these activities were ‘some 

; sort of cover-up for sabotage or espionage tr aining ; 

... Certainly if such was. the case,, the Russian* will not admit : 'J ", 
- v it nor will they ftenisli'us any evidence from ? 

- document .such a conclusion on our part.' -C^se^ehtl^/iS'T^ 

because tryiiag to get information as to a ^cover-up " 'is ' 

less and because the marksmanship angle is not crucial, X .” V . 
recommend, that we not question the Russian Government on .the 
suoject of . Oswald's firearms and/or hunting activities in ? 
Bussia,. - I.' ’ . ■ V' ■ s ■? ’’ 
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